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Greetings GHSC Members, 
 

I trust 2018 has been good to everyone with many days filled with sunshine and 
green fairways. 
 

With this being our 30th anniversary I hope you enjoy this special edition of the 
Jigger.  As I write this note to the membership, I have not yet seen the finished 
product, but I'm sure it will bring back memories, particularly to our long term 
members.  On behalf of our membership I wish to thank our editor, Joe McLean for 
turning the idea of this special edition into reality. 
 

A great deal has changed in the world over the past 30 years.  Things like Facebook, 
Instagram, I-Phones, I-Pads and GPS to name a few were not at the forefront in 
anyone's mind.  One thing that has remained fairly unchanged is GOLF.  While the 
size of club-heads has increased, courses have become longer and golf balls are 
travelling further, the game for the most part remains the same. 

Looking back 30 years you may remember the following results in the MAJORS for both men and women: 
 

In 1988, Sandy Lyle won the Masters; Jeff Sluman won the PGA; Seve Ballesteros won The Open and Curtis Strange won the US Open. In 2018 
Patrick Reed won the Masters, Francesco Mollinari won the Open and Brooks Koepka won the PGA and the US Open. 
 

In 1988, Sherry Turner won the LPGA Championship; Liselotte Neumann won the Women's US Open; Sally Little won the Women's British Open and 
Amy Alcott won the Nabisco Dinah Shore. In 2018, Pernilla Lindberg won the ANA Inspiration; Ariya Jutanugarn won the US Women's Open; Park 
Sung-Hyun won the Women's PGA; Georgia Hall won the Women's British Open and Angela Stanford won the Evian Championship. 
 

In 1988, the Canadian Open was won by Ken Green and Dustin Johnson was the victor in 2018. The Canadian Women's Open was won by Sally 
Little in 1988 and Canada's own Brooke Henderson was the winner in 2018. 
 

I would like to thank our current and past Boards of Directors for devoting a great deal of their time, energy and creativity to promoting and 
running our many events.  Particular thanks and gratitude go to George Elliott, Norm Moreau, Bob Nutley and Jack Rutherford for having the 
insight and drive in establishing the Golf Historical Society of Canada 30 years ago. 
 

Thank you all for being loyal members of the Golf Historical Society of Canada.    
 

THE GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA - CELEBRATING 30 YEARS AS A GOLF SOCIETY 
 

The Golf Historical Society of Canada was founded in 1988 and it remains an informal group that shares the enthusiasm for the lore, the artifacts, 
the traditions and the playing of this grand old game. Since its inception, few changes have been made within the Golf Historical Society of Canada 
as to the way we conduct our activities. 
 

Our group, although small, is big on the promotion and preservation of the history of golf especially as it relates to Canada. We share an interest in 
the books, clubs and memorabilia of the grand old game. Our Society provides opportunities for golfers to meet other people who love to talk 
about the game's history, collect, swap, and trade and sell memorabilia and also play an occasional round with some old "Hickory Sticks". 
 

Through the years, we have been blessed to have a number of dedicated individuals who have served on our various Boards of Directors. These 
folks have done the work behind the scenes to ensure the successful operation of The Golf Historical Society of Canada. Apart from the executive 
positions of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer; we have a number of portfolios to fill each year. These portfolios include auctions, 
golf shows, growth strategy, hall of fame liaison, membership, newsletter, publicity, tournaments and website. Thank you to all of our members 
who have dedicated time and effort to these positions and committees.  
 

Recently, a number of hickory golfers have joined our Eastern Ontario Hickory Group under the guidance of Elizabeth Saville, Nick Waterfield and 
Bob West. They run an annual Hickory Golf Day, usually held at The Garrison Golf Club in Kingston, Ontario, where they play for the revered 
"Hickory Dickory Doc" trophy. They also host an "East - West" hickory competition later in the summer. 
 

Our major annual events are the Toronto Golf & Travel Show; our Annual Spring Trade Show & Auction at The Canadian Golf Hall of Fame & 
Museum at Glen Abbey and our numerous Hickory Outings & Tournaments. Through the years, the GHSC has also participated in many special Golf 
Club Anniversary events. 
 

We continue to produce a quarterly newsletter, now named THE JIGGER, for our members. We acknowledge the work of Andy Taylor, Pat Martin, 
Barbara Nutley Hunter, Ida Fedor- Baan, Bill Macdonald and now Joe McLean as well as many others who have taken the time through the years to 
collect news as well as stories of interest and publish them in our GHSC Newsletters. 
 

In fact, this special 30th Anniversary newsletter is the 112th publication since our inception. 
 

Joe McLean, GHSC Newsletter Editor  
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1988 - EXPLORING THE CONCEPT OF  

AN HISTORICAL GOLF SOCIETY IN CANADA 

 

 
 

Above are the minutes of the first meeting of a group of golf enthusiasts to discuss the formation of a Canadian Organization to 
be called The Golf Historical Society of Canada. The informal meeting was held at the Granite Club in Toronto on May 16, 1988. 
 
Throughout the remainder of 1988, members for The Golf Historical Society of Canada were solicited, many of whom were Canadian 
Members of the United States Golf Collector's Society.  
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1988 - A GOLF SOCIETY IS FORMED 

 

A meeting was held at the Airport Skyline Hotel in Toronto on Monday, November 14, 1988 to begin the formalities of chartering a 
Golf Historical Society of Canada. George Elliott, Scott Merin, Norman Moreau, Bob Nutley, Lorne Rubenstein, Jack Rutherford and 
Jim Serba were the seven participants in attendance at this formative meeting. 
 

Items discussed at that meeting included not worrying about growth but concentrating on getting the word out; when they would 
formally organize and get a charter; setting an initial membership fee of $10; writing a set of by-laws; stressing the fact they were 
not promoting an organization for commercial gain and setting up a mailing list. 
 

Renowned Canadian golf writer Lorne Rubenstein, in his Thursday, November 17, 1988 column in The Globe and Mail titled 
"Uncovering game's roots", talked about the Monday, November 14th meeting and the formation of The Golf Historical Society of 
Canada and its purpose. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
CLOSING OUT THE 1980'S 
 

Closing out the 1980's, the newly formed Golf Historical Society of Canada was actively pursuing members. It was reported in the 
GHSC Newsletter # 3 in the winter of 1989 that - At the end of 1989 the membership roster stood at 86. The distribution by 
territory was as follows: British Columbia (5), Alberta (3), Saskatchewan (1), Ontario (67), Quebec (8) and the United States (2). 
Membership fees were raised from $10 to $20 to cover the cost of producing and mailing four bulletins in 1990. A GHSC logo is 
also being designed and a classified section was included in future bulletins at a cost of $5 for GHSC Members. 
 

OUR FIRST GHSC EXECUTIVE 
 

The interim executive for the Golf Historical Society of Canada in 1989 was Jack Rutherford, President; Jim Serba, Vice-President; 
Bob Nutley, Secretary-Treasurer and Directors at Large George Elliott and Norman Moreau. 



OUR FIRST GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

Bob Nutley reported on the first GHSC Golf Tournament in the GHSC Bulletin No. 3 (Winter, 1989). 
 

A Fall meeting and golf tournament was held at the Rolling Hills Golf Club in Gormley, northeast of Toronto on Tuesday, September 
19th, 1989. The tournament was a 4-person team scramble and because not all of the 24 participants had hickory shafted clubs, the 
rule of the day was that the tee shot on each hole had to be played with a hickory club but subsequent shots could be made with any 
other club. Players with steel shafted clubs were provided with one or more hickories and some were heard to say following the game 
that they were surprised at the results obtained with their antique clubs. 
 

The team of Norm Moreau, Bruce MacMillan, Eric Downer and Russ Jones finished in first place with a score of 3 under par 69 
including an eagle on the first hole. The team of Reverend Ron Archer, Stan Lapidus, Phil Dudley and Ralph Pekeski finished 2nd with 
a minus 2 score followed by the team of Bob Lacombe, Richard Woodall, George Elliott and Bob Nutley at minus 1. The third place 
team was also awarded a special prize as they were the only team that played with hickory shafted clubs only. 
 

A very nice barbecue with hamburgers, potato salad, coffee, etc. was enjoyed by all. Thanks must go to Mary Nutley who did 
yeoperson service in assisting in the barbecuing and serving of the hamburgers. This was followed by presentation of prizes to the 
various teams and a brief message from Jack Rutherford. 
 

Although the attendance was smaller than hoped for, those who turned up had a good time and several new members were signed 
up. We know some of our members a little better and hope to broaden that further at subsequent meetings! 
 

RCGA GOLF HOUSE MUSEUM (Now Golf Canada Canadian Golf Hall of Fame & Museum) 
 

Jim Serba, a member of your executive committee, was chosen in 1989 to supervise the facelift of the RCGA Golf House Museum at 
the Glen Abbey Golf Course in Oakville (home of the RCGA). The RCGA approved an expenditure of $240,000 to increase the size of 
the display area by a third to 1100 square feet, and to provide a more modern, functional display of the artifacts housed by the 
museum. 
 

Jim recommended as follows - "There was a real need for a more modern format to tell the story of golf ... its origins, history and 
growth, particularly in Canada. The museum which houses the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame is very good and contains many unique 
and interesting objects. What we have to do is attract more interest and display what's here in a more informative and appealing 
fashion." 
 

 The facelift should be completed by the spring, so the next time you're at Glen Abbey, why don't you take a few minutes to visit the 
museum? You may end up whiling away more than just a few minutes! 
 
GHSC Bulletin No. 3 - Winter, 1989 

 

 
 

The Canadian Golf Hall of Fame and Museum (CGHF) celebrates the outstanding individuals of Canadian golf from players, both 
amateur and professional, to the builders, architects and others who have been fundamental to the evolution of the game in this 
country.  
 

Operated by Golf Canada on the grounds of the Glen Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario, the Hall of Fame, Museum, Library and 
Archives are open to visitors to discover more about the game and its inductees. 
 

Editor's Note: Each year the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame & Museum hosts the GHSC Spring Trade Show & Auction and 
Golf Canada continues to provide tremendous support to our Society. 
  



GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA MEMBERS -THE LATE LYN STEWART & HONORARY GHSC MEMBER MIKE RISTE 
WERE INTRUMENTAL IN THE FOUNDING OF GOLF MUSEUMS IN CANADA  

 

 

 
 
Opening of the Canadian Golf Museum in 1967 
Left to right: Don Barton (President, Rivermead Golf 
Club), Lyn Stewart, Fergus McLaren (Royal Ottawa Golf 
Club), Centennial Commissioner John Fisher, Len 
Copeland (Ottawa Hunt Golf Club). 
 
Photo by Dominion-Wide Photography, Ottawa 
CMC 994.6.62 

 

THE CANADIAN GOLF MUSEUM 
 

The late Lyn Stewart, one of our GHSC Members, kindly provided the following information about the Canadian Golf Museum which 
was founded and developed by him - GHSC Bulletin # 9, Summer, 1992 
 

The Canadian Golf Museum is a registered museum and is a member of the Canadian Museums Association. It contains the private 
collection of William Lyn Stewart, founder and director of the Kingsway Park Golf & Country Club. This golf club is located in the 
National Capital Area. The Golf Museum is located in the clubhouse which is a restored historical stone building, circa 1812, situated 
adjacent to the Mackenzie King Estate in Gatineau Park. 
 

The collection at the Golf Museum contains many items gathered from various parts of North America and Great Britain. In general, 
the collection may be broken down into three categories: play equipment, prints and books. 
 
The Canadian Golf Museum was approved as a Centennial Project by the 1967 Centennial Commission. It is open daily to the golfing 
public and there is no admission charge. 
 
Editor's Note: Unfortunately the Canadian Golf Museum closed in 1992 and the Canadian Museum of Civilization completed the 
acquisition of Lyn Stewart's Collection in 1996. “A Day of Golf at The Museum of Civilization” took place on April 18, 2002 and 
consisted of two separate programs intended to introduce people to the collection of golf antiquities at the museum and foster 
the discussion on the history of golf and development of the game. Sadly, since then according to my records, Lyn Stewart's 
Collection has not seen the light of day but is available for viewing digitally on the Canadian Museum of Civilization website at 
www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/golf/goco101e.shtml. 
 

THE BC GOLF HOUSE SOCIETY 
 

 
 

The British Columbia Golf House Society is a registered non-profit, created in 1987 with the express 
purpose of preserving, recording and displaying the history of golf and the golfers of the province. The 
Society is able to issue tax receipts for donations, both financial and for golf items of historical 
significance. It is membership based and looks to golfers in British Columbia for support through 
memberships and donations. Pictured on the right is GHSC Honorary Member Michael Riste 

 

 

GHSC Member Mike Riste wrote about "The BC Golf Museum - A Unique Experience for Golfers and Non-Golfers" in GHSC Bulletin # 
12, Autumn, 1993. 
 

Located at the entrance to the UBC campus at 10th and Blanca Street, the BC Golf Museum offers a fascinating journey back into the 
annals of golf history with a special emphasis on B.C. 
 



On May 6th, 1989, after three years of renovation work to a 1930 British India bungalow style clubhouse, the museum was officially 
opened by Dave Barr. What makes this museum unique? The entire project was accomplished by a corps of volunteers working with 
donated materials. Like all projects of this nature, capital was required. The generous support of George Williams, Norm Edgar, 
George Yen and the Bentley family provided this. 
 

The need for a golf museum is emphasized by the fact that B.C. has a unique place in the history of golf in North America. Only two 
miles from the museum on the beaches of Jericho, in November, 1892, a group of Vancouver residents led by Campbell Sweeny and 
Duncan Bell-Irving commenced the first organized golf club and laid out course, west of the Mississippi. The Victoria Golf Club, which 
can trace its roots to November, 1893 is the oldest continuous golf club in one location in North America. 
 

Within 2500 square feet, the Museum houses B.C.'s Golf Hall of Fame, dedicated to the leading contributors to golf in B.C. - including 
architects, administrators and male and female players of excellence. The B.C. room offers the history of many of the provincial golf 
clubs and a biographical file on some 800 people who have been involved in golf over the past century. 
 

The historical galleries trace golf's early roots through the Dutch influence and proceeds through the era of the feather ball, the 
rubber core era into the modern period with all of its related paraphernalia. 
 

The reference library contains over 1200 golfing volumes and magazine titles and is steadily growing with generous donations of 
books from the golfing community of B.C. 
 

Admission is free, but donations to the Society are welcome! Society membership is $15 and brings access to museum events and 
our newsletter. 
 

A new putting course was made available to the public in the Spring of 1991. Why not come out and try a hickory-shafted putter on 
an "old-fashioned" putting course! 
 

The Golf Museum is a good one hour stop prior to proceeding to other tourist attractions within the area such as Pacific Spirit Park, 
Museum of Man, UBC campus including the beautiful Nitobe Gardens, the Hastings Mill store or a round on the public University 
Golf course. 
 

Should you have any anecdotes, stories, or pictures relating to the history of golf in B.C., we would greatly value hearing from you. 
 

The B.C. Golf Museum is only one of six such facilities in North America. With the sudden boom in golf world-wide, many other 
golfing associations in Canada and the U.S. are now investigating the possibility of a similar structure. At the B.C. Golf Museum we 
like to think we took the first step "TO PRESERVE OUR ROOTS". 
 

For further information on the B.C. Golf Society, please visit www.bcgolfhouse.com 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

DID YOU KNOW that the late Canadian Golf Historian Jim 
Barclay was commissioned by the GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF CANADA to research and write "CANADA'S PROFESSIONAL 
GOLFERS - THE SCOTTISH INVASION, 1881-1993, AN 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY AND ANNOTATED REGISTER" on the 
occasion of the 10TH Anniversary of the GHSC? 
 

Our book still provides an invaluable guide for golf historians, 
collectors, and enthusiasts, indeed for all who love the game 
and have a passion for its history. 
 

In the acknowledgements section of the finished product, the 
GHSC gratefully acknowledged the valuable contribution of 
author Jim Barclay and golf artist Greg Douglas. 
 

The GHSC also thanked The Canadian Professional Golfers' 
Association (Now PGA of CANADA) and the Royal Canadian Golf 
Association (Now Golf Canada) for their support of this 
important record of the early Canadian Golf Professionals, and 
to the late Dick Grimm for his foreword.   



THE GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA CELEBRATES ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
by Gordon Witteveen (June, 1998 GHSC Bulletin No. 30) 

 

On May 8th, 1998, The Golf Historical Society celebrated its 10th anniversary with a scramble-type tournament on the Board of 
Trade south course. Ten foursomes, including two women, many wearing plus fours or knickers, set out to compete for the Founders 
Cup, a new annual award, honouring the for founding GHSC members: George Elliott, Norm Moreau, Bob Nutley and Jack 
Rutherford. Participants had nothing but praise for the challenging layout and many considered it eminently suited for a competition 
with hickory-shafted clubs. No-one rated the course higher than Parish Palanica, who operates the Golf Gallery on Bloor Street in 
Toronto and sports a ten handicap at the Western Golf Club. 
 

Parish had high praise for the 150-yard fourth hole which plays along Church Street in the village of Woodbridge. The hole is 
dominated by a large ash tree which challenges the golfers to reach the green via the right side. The left side is out of bounds. The 
young businessman and golf enthusiast was fondest of the ninth hole, also a par three and fully 171 yards long. The green had just 
the right pitch to receive Parrish's number one iron, a Spalding club with a hickory shaft, to propel the ball into the cup. 
 

It was the first time that a hole-in-one had been scored during a Golf Historical Society competition and also the first hole-in-one 
scored at the Board of Trade during the Club's 34 year history with a hickory shaft. The team of Parrish Palanica, Peter Dunn, Craig 
Cripps and Al Clark tallied a score of 55 which was five under par and easily defeated the second place tean who scored 58. Four 
teams were tied at 59. The ace, although not necessarily for a win, was icing on the cake to win the Founders Cup. It was presented 
by Past-President Jack Rutherford to the winning team. Winners will receive individual plaques. 
 

After the hard-fought battles on the golf course, conviviality prevailed during the annual dinner. Wine flowed freely and livened the 
spirits and eased the discussions of this diverse group who have a common bond - the love of golf and its history. 
 

The Fireside Lounge at the Board of Trade Country Club was an ideal setting for the memorabilia fair on the Saturday following the 
tournament. More than 30 tables were decked out with all sorts of golf clubs, bags, books and artifacts. There was a steady flow of 
interested parties that looked at the displayed wares. Several of the Board of Trade's golfers browsed through the fair and some 
made small purchases. 
 

Highlight of the day was the afternoon auction. Several outsiders had brought in clubs salvaged from their attics. Fred Yack, a Board 
of Trade Director and also an OGA governor, cleaned out his garage and put them up for sale. The winning bidder paid $265 for the 
lot. 
 

The Board of Trade's chef was $50 richer when he sold four old golf clubs. The highest bid of the afternoon was made on a rare 
antique putter. A lady from King City heard about the golf collectors meeting on CFRB radio and brought a "ball in socket, block-
shaped head Sprague putter" to the auction, salvaged from her attic. In a spirited contest, the bidding quickly reached $1,000 and 
the gavel finally fell at $1,100 - the highest price paid for an antique club in our ten-year history. 
 

It is unlikely that a hole-in-one and the sale of an $1,100 putter can be repeated, but then, one never knows and who would want to 
take a chance on missing out on such a unique event?  
 

 

 
 
 
 

The GHSC 1998 Founder's Trophy is presented to 
Parrish Palanica, a member of the winning 
foursome, by GHSC founding member Norman 
Moreau.  
 
From left to right are Al Clarke, GHSC founding 
member Bob Nutley, Parrish Palanica, Peter 
Dunn, founding member Norman Moreau, Craig 
Cripps, and founding member Jack Rutherford 

 



1998 GHSC 10TH ANNIVERSARY TEAMS - Board of Trade South Course / May 8, 1998 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



THE GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA CELEBRATED OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY WITH 
MANY OF OUR MEMBERS PARTICIPATING IN A GOLF TOUR OF QUEBEC & TO ALSO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF QUEBEC CITY 
 

The 2008 Quebec Golf Tour Remembered 
 

 
 

Pictured are Claude Gravel, Jocelyn Vachon, Bill Macdonald, Andree Racine, Michel Gregoire and Alain Chaput 
 

The December, 2008 GHSC Bulletin # 72 provided extensive coverage of the GHSC golf tour of Quebec, from August 24-31, on the 
occasion of the 400th anniversary of Quebec City and also the 20th anniversary of the Golf Historical Society of Canada.  
 

Our Quebec correspondent Claude Gravel posted the following report. 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

You will find in the present GHSC Bulletin various comments from those that were privileged enough to attend, and generous enough 
by their articles, to share into the 2008 Quebec Golf Tour. And, with my friend Bill Macdonald, but with some delay, I will certainly 
read with great interest the reactions and souvenirs left into the memories of all those GHSC visitors to Quebec, by the end of August. 
I will limit myself to some explanations about our choices of the historical and wonderful golf places visited, along the panoramic St. 
Lawrence River. 
 

It all started with the Royal Montreal Golf Club, that was an "incontournable (essential)", founded in 1873, and with its world class 36 
holes, and probably the richest golf museum-type clubhouse on this side of the Atlantic. The well-guided tour by the RMGC general 
manager was as professional as the quick, positive answer I got from him on my first contacting them on the phone, last winter. And 
a reminder to our female readers: It was there on the 17th of December, 1891 that the first lady golfer was admitted as a club 
member, in Canada, if not the Americas. Who wants to check? 



The second stop, even if it was our anchor event given its historical and once-in-a-lifetime nature, was Quebec City, on the Plains of 
Abraham, for an historical return on the original site of the first links of the then Quebec Golf Club (1874-1875). It met at least my 
expectations of a unique hickory shaft golf tournament, on a course that had been played for 40 years, up to the First World War, 
and was usually followed by drinks and food at the Garrison Club, as a more formal 19th hole. Back to more contemporary times and 
courses, we were well treated by both the table - twice more than once - and the top shape Blue (1925) and Red (1963) courses on 
another sunny day, while the Montmorency Falls were just behind us ... to enrich. 
The next region further east was also appearing to me a must, when you realize the beauty, history, long resort past, and oldest 
Quebec resort golf club - Murray Bay Golf Club (1894), not to forget the panoramic Manoir Richelieu Golf Club (1920) with its 
revamped and breathtaking new 27-hole course. 
 

It was at this time also evident to get a shot at crossing the St. Lawrence River, a 75-minute ferryboat crossing through the fog as to 
make it even more exotic, to end up in two small places where, I must admit, the generous and warm welcome went far beyond my 
original expectations. First, it was the Chacouna Golf Club (1897) where the Club and City officials were proud of sharing their golf 
and history treasurers, not to mention the presentation by the two authors and an English translator, of this local and patrimonial 
Cacouna history book that had just been launched a couple of days earlier. 
 

As a fairytale conclusion and a happy ending, I had originally thought of concluding with a game at the former St. Patrick of Riviere 
du Loup Golf Course (1901) with some kind of surprise with a tentative matching and partial pairing with local members in a small 
town now about 98% French, and the provincial riding of ADQ Leader Mario Dumont, by the way. To my own surprise, and despite 
the demanding language and attire environment, so many male and female members showed up that all of our GHSC members got 
paired up. 
 

And, after having got more than I expected from the local golfers through local organizers, I already got hindsight of the level of 
appreciation on the bus driving me back home in the late afternoon. No surprise that I fell asleep early that night and had a long, 
deep and smiley night as well. And, thanks to everyone on the bus, and to Bill, my trusty and friendly partner. 
 

Best Regards and Souvenirs to You All, Claude Gravel. 
 

 
 
 

 



GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA SILVER ANNIVERSARY TOURNAMENT 

Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club, Tuesday July 30, 2013 (GHSC Bulletin No. 91, September, 2013) 
 

Could our 25
TH

 Anniversary celebration at Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club have been any better? 
 

It was a great turnout at a marvellous golf club with the weather gods acting in our favour for our celebration of 25 years of the Golf 
Historical Society of Canada.  
 

From the moment our members arrived at the Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club, we were treated in a first-class manner. After the 
ceremonial tee shots, we were led onto the Stanley Thompson designed course for our shotgun start. The course known as “The 
Gem in the Valley” was in magnificent shape and Dundas Valley members can certainly be proud of their golf course that dates back 
to 1929. After our round of golf, our traditional programs of historical paraphernalia and club sales followed by an auction were 
observed. All of these actions plus our superb meal and awards presentations took place on the upper level of the newly designed 
clubhouse. It was a little hard to concentrate on the indoor activities while looking out the windows at the stunning views of the 
Hamilton/Niagara Escarpment. 
 

Let us also give credit where credit is due for the success of the Silver Jubilee Tournament at the Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club 
on Tuesday, July 30, 2013. Our GHSC Board of Directors made the correct judgement calls leading up to our special day.  
 

Our President – Paul W. Sorley made the right call when he asked Ron Archer (aka Ronny Red Rocket?) to act as Master of 
Ceremonies for the dinner. Ron went beyond the call of duty by making sure that every detail of the day was orchestrated and on 
time. I believe that he might require a new computer as I know that I received a multitude of e-mails in reference to the tournament 
leading up to the event. 
 

A special set of congratulations to Board Members Doug Marshall (course set-up, golf clubs & prizes), Ian Clarke (finances & 
registration), Paul Dietz (golf clubs), Ian MacCrimmon (displays), and David Burgess, Pat Mihm and Ian MacCrimmon (auction). A 
special thank you goes out to GHSC and Dundas Valley member Bill Stewart for his contribution of the half-way house liquid 
refreshments. 
 

A great deal of work went into locating relatives of our Founders and I hear that they thoroughly enjoyed the day and the honours 
bestowed upon their fathers – our Founders. It was a pleasure meeting Judy Bullis and George Elliott, Ken Rutherford as well as 
Barbara and Monica Nutley. 
Thanks to Karen Hewson from Golf Canada for her kind words and continued support of the GHSC.  
 

Thanks also to the Golf Association of Ontario and their Executive Director – Dave Mills. The GAO presented a congratulatory framed 
certificate to Paul W. Sorley which reads, “The GAO congratulates the Golf Historical Society of Canada as they celebrate their 
Silver Jubilee. Your contributions towards maintaining and raising the awareness of the history of the Game are to be 
commended.” 
 

Mr. Mills also announced and presented awards to the Founding Members of the GHSC through their families on their inclusion on 
the GAO Wall of Recognition. Their individual certificates read, “As a Founder of the Golf Historical Society of Canada, ‘George 
Elliot, Norm Moreau, Bob Nutley, Jack Rutherford’, takes his place as part of the storied history of our sport.” 
 

The winning team in the golf portion of the day was the Hauser Family entry of Ernie Hauser, Drew Hauser, Parker Loggan and Ben 
Bauer.  
 

But were we not all winners for being there and participating? 
 

Our only surviving Founder had a smile on his face from the moment he arrived at Dundas Valley until he was one of the last to 
leave. We can only imagine how proud he was of our organization that he assisted in creating in 1988.  
 
In an e-mail copied to the Board, he wrote – “Dear Ron and Paul, I am still recovering from the accolades and events at the GHSC 
Anniversary golf tournament at Dundas Valley on July 30. (I am still trying to forget my ceremonial tee shot.) I am most grateful to 
you both for your kind words and generous actions. Ron, your role as MC was worthy of a Canadian golf academy award! Tuesday, 
July 30, 2013 is a day I will always fondly remember, and I also thank you for your acknowledgement of Nathayada as my partner. 
With continuing good health, I will be happy to continue my participation and support for our society. Yours appreciatively, Norm 
Moreau.” 
 

Kind words indeed, but we have to thank Norm as well as George Elliott, Bob Nutley and Jack Rutherford for their actions in forming 
our organization that we call The Golf Historical Society of Canada. 
 



 
 

GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA SILVER ANNIVERSARY TOURNAMENT 

Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club, Tuesday July 30, 2013 
 

 
 

Then Golf Association of Ontario Executive Director Dave Mills with GAO Wall of Recognition Recipients - Norm Moreau (GHSC 
Founder), George Elliott & Judy Bullis (Son & Daughter of GHSC Founder George Elliott), Ken Rutherford (Son of GHSC Founder Jack 
Rutherford) and Marcie & Barbara Nutley (Daughters of GHSC Founder Bob Nutley) 



2013 QUEBEC GHSC 25TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT - THE WILLIE PARK JR. ADVENTURE  
 

What was intended to become a tournament and walk through the history of early golf in French Canada in the end became a 
memorable golf trip for 10 avid hickory golf historians. Guided by locals Claude Gravel and Jocelyn Vachon and Denzil Palmer, 
General Secretary of Royal Montreal Golf Club we spent four days exploring and playing the Cradle of Golf in North America at Royal 
Montreal, Mount Bruno, Royal Quebec & Isle D'Orleans Golf Clubs. 
 

 
The group prior to tee off at RMGC - Jeff Forgrave - GHSC, Adrian Buis - GHSC, 

Jim Thomas - GCS, Jay Harris - SOHG Board, Doug Marshall - GHSC V.P., 
Mike Betterich - Publisher, Classics of Golf, Bern Bernacki - GCS Board 

 

 

2013 Barrie Country Club 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 

 
President Paul Sorley and other GHSC Members with one 

of the vintage cars brought in for display 
 

 

2013 Stratford Golf and Country Club 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 

 

 

 

 



100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 28, 1913  
HARRY VARDON/TED RAY - GEORGE CUMMING/PERCY BARRETT MATCH 

AT THE LAMBTON GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - SEPTEMBER 28, 2013 
 

 
 

GHSC Member David Burgess 
Presenting Photo to Lambton Club 

Captain Steve Scrimshaw

1913 photo with Harry Vardon, Ted Ray, George Cumming - 
Lambton Website photo 

 
2013 Re-enactment of 1913 photo - Frank Collis photo -  

Lambton 2013 Match Participants Matthew Yustin (Director of 
Golf), Steve Manock (Assistant Pro), Jeff Pineo & Bobby Sly (GHSC)

 

2014 BEAR CREEK GOLF CLUB 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

 
The team of Norm Moreau, Dave Arcos, Brian Chalmers and Phil 

Cole were winners on a coin flip tie breaker, at minus 13 

 
The team of Paul Dietz, Pete Varga, Dale Lebritton, Mel Chupa and 

Tom Cox - also scoring minus 13 



2014 OUTING AT THE HISTORIC GRENADIER ISLAND GOLF CLUB 
 

 
Hickory Golfers Arriving for Grenadier Island Outing 

 

 
Nathayada & Norm Moreau  

 Photo by John McKergow, St. Lawrence News 

KANAWAKE GOLF CLUB CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
On the morning after the successful hickory outing on Grenadier Island Country Club, Paula and Joe McLean joined GHSC Member and Quebec 
Historian Claude Gravel and Alain Chaput at the Kanawake Golf Club in Montreal. Claude had arranged a display of historical artefacts and we 
brought some turn of the century hickory putters and golf clubs for the Kanawake Dominion Day celebration tournament of their 100th Anniversary 
of the Golf Club. 
 

 
 

 
 

GHSC Member & Quebec Historian Claude Gravel at Kanawake 
with Paula McLean and a few members 

BROCKVILLE COUNTRY CLUB CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 
One week later, Brockville Country Club Members and guests were invited to putt on the practice green with 100 year old hickory-shaft putters and 
replica balls made available by Golf Historical Society of Canada member Joe McLean and his wife Paula. During the afternoon golf competition, 
golfers were also invited to use original hickory-shafted clubs on the par-3 ninth hole. 
 

 

 

 



GHSC MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN 125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS AT PERTH, ONTARIO 
 

 
 

 
Scott MacLeod, Bobby Sly, Bob West and Ken De Kok played in the Perth Golf Club (Links O'Tay) 125th Anniversary Pro-Am on Friday, July 31st, 
2015 using their hickory equipment and they acquitted themselves quite well against players using the modern golf clubs. Each participant in the 
Pro-Am also had the opportunity to play a hickory club supplied by Paula and Joe McLean on the par 3 - third hole measuring 100 yards over the 
Tay River pictured behind our group. Many more golfers now have an appreciation for golf as it was played at the turn of the century when 
hickory golf clubs were the modern equipment.  

 

LAMBTON GOLF CLUB - MAY 11, 2016  
 

 

GHSC Members were in attendance at the Lambton Golf Club in 
Toronto for the unveiling of Golf Canada's uniforms for the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 

Other than the new uniforms, the star attraction at the unveiling 
was the Olympic Trophy awarded to George S. Lyon for his gold 
medal win in 1904. It stayed with the family until they donated it to 
the RCGA where it now resides permanently in the Canadian Golf 
Hall of Fame  
 

Pictured left to right are Doug Marshall (GHSC President), Michael 
Cochrane (Author of Olympic Lyon - The Untold Story of the Last and 
Lost Gold Medal for Golf), Craig Blair, Golf Canada Hall of Fame 
Member Marlene Streit, David Burgess (GHSC Vice-President) and 
Stan Lapidus     

 

2016 BORDEN GOLF CLUB 100TH ANNIVERSARY HICKORY SCRAMBLE  
 

 
Winning team at -4, Ron Archer, Ken Leedham, Borden member 

Robert & Russell Dick 
Ian MacCrimmon with a fine collection of golf collectibles  



2016 PGA OF ONTARIO HICKORY PRO-AM SCRAMBLE, CHEDOKE CIVIC GC 
 

 

The winning team of Bobby Sly, Dave Greenland, Ian 
Clarke and Bob West 
 

 

 

2017 NORM MOREAU NATIONAL HICKORY GOLF DAY CELEBRATION, CHERRY DOWNS G&CC 
 

 

Norm Moreau and Dave Blocksidge 

2017 CATARAQUI GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Doug Marshall Presenting Cataraqui GM Jay Gazeley 
with a GHSC Anniversary Certificate 

GHSC ACTIVITIES IN 2018 - OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
 

 
Craig Blair at the Toronto Golf & Travel Show  

February 23-25, 2018 
  

GHSC President David Burgess auctioning items at our Annual 
Auction & Trade Show at The Canadian Golf Hall of Fame & 

Museum at Glen Abbey - March 25, 2018 

 

 
A group of hickory competitors on the putting green at Oak Gables  

prior to the Ontario Hickory Tour Event - May 17, 2018 

 
GHSC Members Gail & George Julie, our hosts at 

Sawmill Creek for the GHSC Hickory Outing & AGM 
May 28, 2018

 
 
 

 
 



 
Last minute putts prior to the Ontario Hickory Tour Event at Craigowan 

June 18, 2018 

 

 
1st group out at Merry Hill in the Ontario Hickory Tour 

event - July 27, 2018 

 

 
 

GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 30TH ANNIVERSARY EAST / WEST CHALLENGE & ANNIVERSARY SCRAMBLE PARTICIPANTS 
AT PORT HOPE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB ON SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2018 

 

 
HICKORY OUTING AT INNISBROOK GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - Thursday, August 9, 2018 

 
 



 
WEST'S VS THE REST HICKORY CHALLENGE AT NAPANEEE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - Sunday, August 19, 2018 

 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN ONTARIO HICKORY TOUR FINALE AT OAK GABLES - Thursday, August 30, 2018 

 

 
GHSC BRAE BEN HICKORY SCRAMBLE - SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 

Winning scorecard from George Supol, Ron Archer & Hendrick van 
der Geld of 14 under par - 12 birdies & 1 eagle 

 
5TH ANNUAL GEORGIAN COLLEGE STUDENTS' HICKORY 

EXPERIENCE - Tangle Creek GC - October 3, 2018 



THE CHARLES BLAIR MACDONALD CHALLENGE  
& EASTERN CANADA HICKORY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

For fifteen years between 2003 and 2017, American and Canadian golfers met at Niagara-On-The-Lake Golf Club in friendly and 
spirited competition for North American supremacy in golf. In addition to the CB Macdonald Challenge, champions were also 
declared in the Eastern Canada Hickory Championship. Call it a tournament within a tournament. 
 

Through the years, this premiere competition for the Golf Historical Society of Canada was organized under the more than capable 
leadership of Doug Marshall and later by Paul Dietz.  
 

The CB Macdonald was not just any golf tournament; as these golfers battled with pre-1900 and post-1900 era correct hickory golf 
clubs and replica golf balls in an attempt to recreate the first U.S. - Canada amateur tournament organized by Charles Blair 
Macdonald. He had invited a group of his Chicago friends to play a friendly match with some of his Canadian golf friends in 1895 at 
the Niagara Golf Club. 
 

Charles Blair Macdonald was born in Niagara Falls, Ontario in 1855; grew up in Chicago and learned his golf under Tom Morris on the 
old course at St. Andrews while attending St. Andrews University. He was a driving force in the founding of the USGA and the winner 
of the 1st U.S. Amateur at the Newport Country Club with his record setting 12 & 11 win over finalist Charles Sands in 1895 and is 
considered by many to be the father of American golf course architecture.  
 

THE FIRST GHSC CHARLES BLAIR MACDONALD TOURNAMENT (2003) 
 

Eight Americans ventured north to Canada to take on eight Canadians in a Ryder Cup format. On the Friday, they played nine holes 
of alternate shot and nine holes of best ball and the day ended in a draw at 4-4. On Saturday in a rain-shortened series of singles 
matches, the American team edged the Canadian team 8 & 1/2 - 7 & 1/2.  
 

Members of the winning American team were Rob Ahlschwede, Jay Harris, Rich Harris, Tom Johnson, Charles Mitchell, Bob Moore, 
Allen Wallach and Eric Wolke. The Canadian team members were Ron Archer, Doug Marshall, Mike Martin, Norm Moreau, Vern 
Petry, John Piccolo, Bob Reid & Ted Vanden Tillaart. 
 

The American team was ecstatic about the competition, the course and the Niagara escarpment and they left promising to bring 
more U.S. friends back with them in 2004. 
 

The remainder of the participants in the inaugural tournament at Niagara-On-The-Lake in 2003 played a hickory scramble with the 
team of Nigel Birnie, Paul Dermott, Wayne Guzak and Paul Winslow winning with a score of 58. 
 

 
2013 CB Macdonald Participants 

 
 
 
 
 



CB MACDONALD MATCH RESULTS 
 

2003 - U.S.A. 12.5 - Canada 11.5 
2004 - Canada 16 - U.S.A. 8 
2005 - Canada 15.5 - U.S.A. 12.5 
2006 - Canada 22.5 - U.S.A. 17.5 
2007 - U.S.A. 28 - Canada 20 
2008 - Canada 30.5 - U.S.A. 9.5 
2009 - Canada 20 - U.S.A. 16 
2010 - Canada 21.5 - U.S.A. 18.5 

2011 - U.S.A. 32 - Canada 24 
2012 - Canada 23 - U.S.A. 22 
2013 - Canada 30 - U.S.A. 26 
2014 - U.S.A. 50 - East Ontario 46.5 - West Ontario 41.5 
2015 - West Ontario 45.5 - International 40.5 - U.S.A. 37 - East Ontario 19 
2016 - West Ontario 43 - U.S.A. 42 - International 33.5 - East Ontario 24.5 
2017 - U.S.A. 40.5 - East Ontario 35.5 - West Ontario 29.5 - International 14.5 

 

EASTERN CANADA HICKORY CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
2004 - Randy Jensen / Pat Kennedy & Wayne Baigent (Sr) (Tie) 
2005 - Jim McNeil / Pat Kennedy (Sr) 
2006 - Jim McNeil / Tad Moore (Sr) 
2007 - Jim McNeil / Jay Harris (Sr) 

2008 - Hugh Cameron / Rusty Wells (Sr) 
2009 - Tom Johnson & Ian Clarke (Tie) / Bob West (Sr) 
2010 - Jim Wilhelm / Paul Dietz (Sr) 
2011 - Bob Sly / Bob West (Sr) / Alison Spouge (W) 

2012 - Brian Schuman / Bob West (Sr) / William Turville (Super Sr) / Sally Vesey (W) 
2013 - Tom Johnson / Tom Irving (Sr) / William Turville (Super Sr) / Paula McLean (W) 
2014 - Mike Heil / Vern Petry (Sr) / Rusty Wells (Super Sr) / Paula McLean (W) 
2015 - Tom Johnson / Bob McWade (Sr) / Wayne Linton (Super Sr) / Overall Jim McNeil Champion - Bob McWade 
2015 (2 Day) - Harold Macdonald / Michael Campailla (Sr) / Frank Rosenzweig (Super Sr) / Virginia Sunstrum (W) 
2016 - Tom Johnson / Bill Wardwell (Sr) / Wayne Linton (Super Sr) / Overall Jim McNeil Champion - Tom Johnson 
2016 (2 Day) - John Bennett / David Nash (Sr) / Frank Collis (Super Sr) / Amanda Sly (W) 
2017 - Bob Sly / Bill Wardwell (Sr) / Vern Petry (Super Sr) / Overall Jim McNeil Champion - Bill Wardwell 
2017 (2 Day) - David Burgess (Sr) / Rusty Wells (Super Sr) / Amanda Sly (W) 
 

GUTTY CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
2013 - Tom Johnson 
2014 - Tom Johnson 

2015 - Tom Johnson / Bob McWade (Sr) / Wayne Linton (Super Sr) 
2016 - Tom Johnson   
2017 - Bob Sly / Bill Wardwell (Sr) / Vern Petry (Super Sr) 

 

 
 
 

 
2014 Ladies at CB Macdonald 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tom Johnson 

 

 
C.B. MACDONALD  

Championship Trophy



 
 

THE ONTARIO HICKORY TOUR 
 
Beginning in 2009, newly appointed GHSC Board Member Paul Dietz took on 
the task, with the blessing of the Board, of organizing a few hickory golf events 
on what he called the Ontario Hickory Tour. These events were fit into the 
regular schedule of Hickory-Hacker events as well as sporadic participation by 
GHSC Members in special Anniversary events at various golf clubs. 
 

Through the years Paul was able to increase the number of players on the 
Ontario Hickory Tour with play by ladies and men using pre-1900 and post-
1900 equipment. Paul ran these events through 2017 when he decided he 
needed a break from organizing not only the Ontario Hickory Tour events but 
the C.B. Macdonald as well. 
 

The Ontario Hickory Tour was organized in 2018 by GHSC Members Russell Dick 
and Ken Leedham. They have picked up where Paul left off and by all accounts 
the Ontario Hickory Tour is still striving. In addition to their three regular events 
at Oak Gables, Craigowan and Merry Hill, they held a Hickory Tour Finale on 
August 30th at Oak Gables. 
 

Golf Historical Society of Canada Members and their guests owe a debt of 
gratitude to Paul, Russell and Ken for the fine job they have done and are doing 
with Ontario Hickory Tour events. 
 
 

 
 

Paul Dietz (C.B. Macdonald 2011) 
 

 
Russell Dick (left) & Ken Leedham (right)  

with Bill Stewart 
 

THE EASTERN ONTARIO HICKORY DIVISION OF THE GHSC 
 

Over the past few years, hickory golf has been practiced on an informal basis in Eastern Ontario in the Kingston area. Three names 
come up when hickory golf outings are discussed in the Kingston area. Bob West and Bobby Sly are always able to supply the 
requisite sets of clubs and Nick Waterfield can be counted upon to supply the organizational attributes for these outings. By 
promoting hickory golf in Eastern Ontario, they are perpetuating the history of the game. They are also leaving sets of hickory golf 
clubs at local golf courses giving golfers the opportunity to experience hickory golf.  
 

Chief among Eastern Ontario Hickory Outings are the Annual Spring Golf Day at Garrison Golf Club in Kingston and the Annual East / 
West Challenge (Recently re-named the West's versus The Rest Hickory Challenge) at the Napanee Golf Club in Napanee. 
 

 

 

 
2018 EASTERN ONTARIO 

HICKORY DAY 
PARTICIPANTS AT 

GARRISON GOLF & 
CURLING CLUB 

 
Sunday, May 27, 2018 



 

Bob West & Bobby Sly  
Masters of Hickory in Kingston 

 

Close to 200 golfers belong to the Canadian Golf Historical 
Society, a non-profit, informal group of golf enthusiasts who 
share a passion for the history, camaraderie and playing of the 
grand old game of golf. 
 

Two GHSC Members, Dr. Bob West and his son-in-law Bob (Little 
Bob) Sly live in the Kingston, Ontario area. Both are 
accomplished golfers who are equally comfortable playing golf 
with their modern or turn of the century equipment and they 
both have individual as well as team wins. 
 

Flagstick Golf Magazine caught up with these gentlemen 
recently to talk about their golf careers. (December, 2015 
Flagstick Golf Magazine Article - Updated 2018)

FGM – How did you get started in golf? 
 

BW – My family had always golfed so I was a club golf rat. My grandfather supported golf in Alberta during the war years and my 
family became friends with players such as Stan Leonard and Pat Fletcher. BS – My golf career started in the parking lot of the Public 
Utilities in Kingston. My Mom Gladys Cooke had been talking to a co-worker about things for an eleven year boy to do for the 
summer. The next day Ron Esford had an old bag of clubs in the trunk and gave them to my mom and said to get him a membership. 
From then on I spent the majority of my time at Belle Park Fairways. I still remember my Slazenger 2 wood. I used to crush that 
thing. 
 
FGM – How did you get started in hickory golf? 
 

BW – My office manager was related to the great James Braid and I looked for a book for her on him for a Christmas gift. The 
website also sold hickory shafted clubs and I bought some. My next surfing foray led to the GHSC and the Society of Hickory Golfers 
(SoHG) and I ended up trying to play with old clubs at the National Hickory Championships (NHC) on the Oakhurst Links in West 
Virginia. It was a frightening experience but the participants were so wonderful and knowledgeable about our game that I became 
addicted. BS – I was introduced to hickory golf by my father-in-law Bob West. He showed me some hickory clubs and said people 
play with these.  I immediately asked if I could try them sometime. His response was “when do you want to go?” The attraction to 
hickory golf for me started the first time I hit a hickory golf club pure. There is nothing off the rack at the local golf store that has or 
will ever feel that good. It really feels like you’ve accomplished something when you string a round full of shots like that. 
 

FGM – Where have you played hickory tournaments? 
 

BW – I’ve travelled to Scotland three times to play in the Scottish Hickory Open at Royal Musselburgh and played hickory at St. 
Andrews and Brora (the most wonderful hickory course in the world). I’ve also played hickory tournaments at Pinehurst, the 
Philadelphia Cricket Club, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Mimosa NC, Oakhurst Links, in Georgia, Birmingham, Napanee, Picton and Grenadier 
Island. BS – Most of my hickory outings have been played in the company of my father-in-law on top-notch golf courses steeped in 
history. The most memorable course I have played is Oakhurst Links for the NHC. It is the most physically and mentally demanding 
test of golf I have ever experienced. I look forward to testing my survival skills every year 
 

FGM – Can you talk about the people you have met while participating in hickory golf outings? 
 

BW – Many of the tournaments have regulars from around the continent and the world and to name my friends from there I would 
be likely to omit one. There are so many. They are the joy of my golf season and I look forward each year to their knowledge and 
camaraderie. BS – All the people I’ve met at the tournaments are so sincere and respectful of our game. They made it easy to join 
the hickory family. 
 

FGM – What is the fascination of hickory golf for you? 
 

BW – Holding a club held once by someone 100+ years ago and knowing he loved it is special. The feel of a perfectly hit hickory 
transcends the century. There is nothing like it. BS – When I’m out swinging my hickories I can’t help but think who may have held 
the clubs I hold now. 
 



FGM – What are your fondest memories in golf / hickory golf? 
 
BW – My most memorable golf is playing the links courses of East Lothian in Scotland (where it all began) and my fondest is playing 
with my friends after all the competitions are over in the fall in Canada with the radiant heat of the sun, the cool breezes  and the 
changing leaves. BS – I have so many fond memories but my favorites are the three Family Clan Match Championships with my 
father-in-law at the NHC. It seems that we can totally ham and egg it making for a great drive home 
 

FGM – Do you have any hobbies? 
 

BW – My hobbies are collecting old things, particularly related to golf. I’m probably more an accumulator than a specific collector 
because every item I find takes me back to the original owner and I imagine the joy they must have felt when it was new. (FGM 
Note: Many of Bob’s collectible golf clubs are on display at the Smugglers Glen Golf Club in Gananoque, Ontario. BS – I play bass 
guitar in a band called “We’re From Earth” with Andrew Baker, Bill Florence, Kathryn King and Avril West. They are a great group of 
people who make it fun and exciting every time we play. We are set to record our second album at The Bath House recording studio 
late November. 
 

FGM – Does your family support you in golf? 
 

BW – My wife Avril and my three children are very supportive. I keep my eBay purchases private. My children are Amanda (Bob’s 
wife), who is a chef and a golf pro; Jordan, who is an entrepreneur and bar owner and Tony who is an artist and free spirit. BS – My 
wife Amanda and daughters Lydia and Addisyn are very supportive and attend the events when it works.  They are always happy to 
welcome me home if I bring home a trophy or not because they know how I feel about hickory golf and they like souvenirs. 
 

FGM – Is there anything else you would like to add? 
 

BW – I love the attempts made to improve the game by new innovations in clubs. So many of them have strange designs including 
the Scoogee sand wedge, the Urquhart adjustable, the Cran cleek, the rainbow deep grooved, the various anti-shank clubs and all 
the putters from the Schenectady to the Hackbarth.  The longnose woods, blacksmith irons and wooden headed putters of the 
1800’s are special. I have many of these on display at Smugglers together with a display of the evolution of woods from the longnose 
to the Kro-flite. Often, when playing with hickories, people will come up and ask if I have seen the great display at Smugglers. One of 
my favourite clubs (not on display) is an eighteen hundred smooth faced mashie with a crescent bar on the head and a shaft marked 
W. Davis-Montreal- a rare find. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO FRANK COLLIS 
 

Frank Collis along with his wife Donna (pictured below with Noi Moreau) 
are regulars at most GHSC Hickory events and that is very fortunate for the 
Golf Historical Society of Canada as Frank provides pictures from these 
events.  
 

In this way Frank is providing a visual record of historical significance that 
we use on our website and in our GHSC Newsletter - THE JIGGER. 
.  

  



THE CANADIAN OPEN HICKORY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

 

The Canadian Open Hickory Championship is an annual tournament hosted by GHSC Member Ron Lyons at his Legends Golf and 
Country Club in Sherwood Park, Alberta and features players dressed in period style outfits (plus fours, tams, etc.) and playing with 
hickory-shafted golf clubs. A fun and competitive tournament all rolled into one, a great time is had by all with many players 
returning year after year. Many players come early or stay on to play at some of the local/mountain golf courses or to see the sights 
and make an extended holiday out of their trip. 
 

Champions 
2000 John Wilson 
2001 John Wilson 
2002 John Wilson 
2003 Paul Biocini 
2004 Randy Jensen 

2005 Ross Kenny 
2006 Darren Pockett 
2007 Glenn Jevnie 
2008 Glenn Jevnie 
2009 Ben Plaunt 

2010 Ben Plaunt 
2011 Ben Plaunt 
2012 Michael Ream 
2013 Brendon Tomiak 
2014 Ben Plaunt 

2015 Terry Bader 
2016 Terry Bader 
2017 Ben Plaunt 

 

Canadian Open Hickory Championship organizer and GHSC Member Ron Lyons was honored with a Golf Canada 
Distinguished Service Award on Saturday, January 27th, 2018 as part of Golf Canada's Annual meeting in Calgary. 
Following is the profile on Ron sent out by Golf Canada in a news release. 
 

RON LYONS (Historian) 
 
 

 
Ron Lyons - Golf Canada Picture 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Ron Lyons’ contributions to golf are rooted in preserving the storied history 
of the game.                                                     
 

 Lyons is a proud golf historian who preserves one of the world’s largest 
collections of vintage golf cars, tees, golf clubs, books and paraphernalia. 
 

As a historian, he has made strong contributions to Alberta Golf, the PGA of 
Alberta and the Golf Historical Society and has donated antique golf items 
to various causes over the years. He has shared his collection through 
antique displays at various events and golf shows and has assisted a 
number of golf clubs in celebrating their 50

th
, 75

th
 and 100

th
 anniversaries.  

 

Lyons also holds a stake in the game as co-owner of the Legends Golf and 
Country Club, a 27-hole facility in Edmonton which hosts an annual golf 
tournament dedicated to honoring individuals for their impact on the game. 
He is the founder of the Canadian Open Hickory Championship, a North 
American hickory club event. His collection of hickory clubs was donated for 
use by players and pro-am participants at the 2006 Telus Skins Game at 
Banff Springs Golf Course which featured Jack Nicklaus, Greg Norman, John 
Daly, Stephen Ames and Sergio Garcia. He owns 84 vintage golf cars and 
some early turf equipment which he displays in a 6800 sq ft building on the 
grounds of the Legends Golf and Country Club. Lyons recently completed a 
320-page book on the history of the golf car. 



GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA MEMBERS IN 2018 
 

BRITISH COLUMBIA - BC GOLF MUSEUM 714 (2014), JACKSON, Dale 807 (2017), MORDEN, Wayne 786 (2017), RISTE, Michael 10 
(1989) HON, WOODLEY, Bill SM (2018) / ALBERTA - BRADLEY, Fred SM (2018), LYONS, Ron 195 (1995) / MANITOBA - MACDONALD, 
Donald 595 (2008), MARTINIUK, David 102 (1991) / ONTARIO - ACHTYMICHUK, Carol Ann 729 (2014), ACHTYMICHUK, Gerald 538 
(2005), ALLAN, Barb 805 (2017), ALLEN, Geoffrey 604 (2009), ALLEN, Garry 798 (2017), ARCHER, Ron 66 (1999), BAIGENT, Wayne 347 
(1998), BALL, Doug GJAC (2016), BARNES, Joe GJAC (2016), BIRNIE, Nigel 507 (2014), BISSONNETTE, Bob SM (2017), BLACK, Dennis 
818 (2017), BLAIR, Adrienne 612 (2010), BLAIR, Craig 330 (1997), BLOCKSIDGE, Dave 684 (2012), BOLAND, Fred 825 (2018), 
BORSELLINO, Dave 685 (2012), BOWSLAUGH, Doug 724 (2014), BRYSON, Mark GJAC (2016), BUIS, Adrian 666 (2011), BURGESS, 
David A.  157 (1993), BURGESS, AJ SM (2018), BURK, Scott 721 (2014), BURROWS, Robert 451 (2002), CAMERON, John GJAC (2016), 
CHUNG, Priscilla 770 (2016), CLARK, Al 218 (1995), CLARKE, Ian 176 (1994), COCHRANE, Michael 731 (2015), COLLIS, Frank 682 
(2012), COSSARO, Rossana 716 (2014), COULTER, Patti 792 (2016), CROSS, Dr Randy 826 (2018), CRUICKSHANK, Michael 715 (2014), 
DEAN, Dave 518 (2004), DECKERT, Connie 201 (1995), DEL GUIDICE, Bruce 725 (2014), DEVOY, Joseph 69 (1989), DICK, J. Russell 748 
(2016), DIETZ, Paul 513 (2004), DE KOK, Ken 761 (2015), DITNER, Joan 549 (2006), DONAGHEY, Don 744 (2016), DONALD, Allan 573 
(2007), DRUNG, Alex 814 (2018), DUFFY, John 529 (2005), DUNDAS VALLEY G & CC 812 (2018), DUNN, Ron  626 (2010), DUNNING, 
Doug 495 (2003), EDWARDS, Paul 809 (2018), EMERY, Lorne 810 (2018), ERIKSSON, Gunnar 727 (2014), FAST, Glen 806 (2017), 
FEDOR-BAAN, Ida SM (2018), FINN, Dave GJAC (2016), FORGRAVE, Jeff 696 (2012), FOY, John E. 670 (2012), FRASER, Grant GJAC 
(2016), FRASER  James F.T.  582 (2007), GALLINO, Dave 631 (2010), GARDNER, Meggan 790 (2017) HON, GERVAN, Mac 800 (2017), 
GIANTSOPOULOS, Dan 781 (2017), GIBSON, Ian 769 (2016), GOLDING, Kevin196 (1995), GOLDING, Paul 406 (2000), GOLF CANADA 
752 (2016), GORDON, John GJAC (2016), GREENBERG, Bruce 750 (2016), GREENLAND, David 794 (2017), GREER, Richard 65 (1989), 
HALL, Doug 771 (2016), Hall, Frank 618 (2010),  HARLEY, John 728 (2014), HARPER, Kathleen 795 (2018),  HARPER, Rick 737 (2015), 
HART, Michael 565 (2006), HENDERSON, Stuart 637 (2011), HEWSON, Karen 97 (1990) HON, HICKEY, Greg 813 (2018), HOLMES, Bill 
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