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From the Jigger to the Mashie Niblick 

A new name, a new chapter and a tip of the cap to the past. 

Every organization with a long history has traditions worth preserving. For the Golf Historical Society of Canada, 
one of those traditions was The Jigger, the Society's monthly print newsletter that for many, many years kept 
members informed, connected and at times entertained. 

The Jigger served an important purpose. It was where members learned about upcoming events, shared stories, 
celebrated hickory golf, reported on Society activities and, perhaps most importantly, stayed connected with one 
another.  The Jigger arrived the old fashioned way, in the mailbox.  Long before newsletters arrived in an inbox or 
appeared on a screen, it came in the mail.  Although the print edition eventually became dormant, its role in the 
life of the GHSC should not be forgotten. 

“The Mashie Niblick is not intended to erase The Jigger. 

It is intended to carry its spirit forward.” 

 

Today, we are pleased to introduce its successor: 

THE MASHIE NIBLICK 

Because you lost your jigger. 
◆  ◆  ◆ 

The name is meant to be intentionally playful. A jigger and a mashie niblick are both reminders of an era when 

golf clubs had unique names rather than numbers or lofts and when understanding those names was part of the 

culture and understanding the game itself. But there is a little more to the change than that. 

The new newsletter provides an opportunity to broaden the conversation about historical golf while making the 
GHSC's stories, activities and resources more accessible to today's members. It will celebrate hickory golf and 
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collecting, but also explore Canadian golf history, historic courses and architects, clubmakers, equipment, 
photographs, archives, personalities and the many stories that make the game worth remembering. 

Most of all, it will continue what The Jigger did so well: connecting people through their shared love of golf.  So, 
in honour, we had to recruit, a new versatile club.  That of course is the Mashie Niblick 

  

      

From the Archives: In Tribute to The Jigger 

So, as we turn the page, we do so with appreciation for everyone who contributed to The Jigger over the years. Its 
editors, writers, photographers, contributors and readers helped create a record of the Society and its members 
that people can be proud of and is part of the GHSC's history. 

 

And now, appropriately enough, we've given it a new club. 

GOLF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA,  THE MASHIE NIBLICK 
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Introducing The Mashie Niblick 

 

Why you may ask, “Because you lost your jigger”.   

The Golf Historical Society of Canada has a new voice. 

Welcome to The Mashie Niblick, the new newsletter of the Golf Historical Society of Canada. The name may 

sound wonderfully old fashioned and it is deliberately so. It takes us back to a time when golfers didn't reach for a 

7-iron or a pitching wedge; they reached for a mashie, a niblick, a jigger, a brassie or a cleek and somehow 

knew exactly what they were talking about.  And if you didn't?  Well, perhaps you’d lost your jigger.  For some of 

us, you can’t have enough jiggers.  This tongue in cheek look and spirit captures what we hope The Mashie 

Niblick will be: serious about golf history, but never too serious about ourselves. 

A newsletter about much more than old golf clubs 

The GHSC exists to preserve and celebrate the history of golf in Canada, but history is not something that 

necessarily sits in a museum or behind glass.  GHSC is dedicated to the fun and enjoyment of Canadian 

historical golf experiences through playing, collecting, learning and sharing.  i.e. It is meant to be 

played, experienced, shared and enjoyed.   

The Mashie Niblick will bring together the many dimensions of that experience: 

• PLAYING    - Hickory golf, tournaments, matches, courses and the pleasures and occasional 

frustrations of playing golf as it was once played.  

• LEARNING  - The people, clubs, courses, architects and stories that shaped Canadian golf. 

• COLLECTING  - Hickory clubs, balls, bags, books, memorabilia, photographs and the fascinating 

objects that connect us with golf's past.  

• PRESERVING  - The photographs, documents, scorecards and personal histories that might 

otherwise disappear. 

• SHARING - The stories and experiences of GHSC members, the friendships and camaraderie that 

make the Society special. 
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Because golf history is best played and experienced, not simply remembered. 

The hickory game gives us a particularly tangible connection to golf's past. Pick up an old club and you 

immediately notice the difference. The hickory shaft, thin forged head, leather grip and sometimes 

unfamiliar club names are reminders that golf was once a very different game. Yet after a few swings, 

something remarkable happens: that history becomes your own personal experience.  It’s fun and you aren't just 

reading about how people played or experienced golf a century ago.  You're playing it.  That is the spirit behind 

the new newsletter. 
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 Why The Mashie Niblick?  There is also a little mischief in the name.  If you're wondering why, you're asking 

the right question and the answer is very much in the spirit of the game we love. A mashie niblick was itself a 

hybrid: part mashie, part niblick, built by clubmakers who wanted a little more versatility than either club offered 

on its own. It bridged the gap between the two, much the way this newsletter tries to bridge the gap between our 

past and our present.  The old club names were wonderfully descriptive, occasionally confusing and endlessly 

fascinating. A mashie wasn't necessarily the same thing from one period to another, and the meaning of niblick, 

jigger, cleek and the other names evolved with the game. 

Which makes “The Mashie Niblick — Because you lost your jigger” a rather perfect title for a modern 

hickory golf publication.  It is a nod to the past for those who know the game and an invitation to those who don't.  

You don't have to know what a mashie niblick is to enjoy the story. But by the time you've read a few issues, you 

might find yourself wanting one. 

What you'll find in The Mashie Niblick 

Each issue will feature a mix of history, hickory golf, people, places, equipment and stories, including: 

• From the President — news and perspectives from the Society  

• Hickory Golf — events, tournaments, playing experiences and tips  

• Canadian Golf History — the people and places that built the game  

• Collectors' Corner — clubs and memorabilia worth knowing  

• From the Archives — photographs, documents and forgotten stories  

• Club Profiles — the makers and clubs behind the equipment  

• Member Stories — the people who make the GHSC community  

• Upcoming Events — opportunities to play, learn and gather  

And, naturally, there will always be room for a good golf story.  Because the best golf history isn't necessarily 

found in a museum. Sometimes it's sitting around a table after eighteen holes, an old mashie niblick leaning 

against the wall, while someone says:  “You know, that's not actually what a mashie niblick was…”  And the 

conversation begins. 

The mission hasn't changed. What has changed is the name on the masthead and, we hope, a renewed sense that 

this newsletter is still evolving, still adapting, still finding new ways to serve a Society built on playing, collecting, 

learning, and sharing. 

So here's to The Mashie Niblick — because, as always, you lost your jigger, and someone still has to hit the shot. 


