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LOCAL RULES AND TERMS OF COMPETITION 
Play is governed by the 2023 Golf Canada Rules of Golf. This information supports the Local Rules 
and Terms of Competition for Golf Ontario. Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for breach of a Local 
Rule is the General Penalty. Stroke Play: Two strokes. 
 
1) TEE MARKERS: 
Tee markers are as follows: 

• Open Division or anyone wishing to play for the overall title: PLAY IS FROM RED TEES 
(approx. 5,700 yds). 

• Senior and Legends Division: PLAY IS FROM YELLOW TEES (approx. 5,200 yds). 
• Women’s Division: PLAY IS FROM YELLOW TEES; However, for holes 3, 4, 5, 10, 13, 15, 

and 18, players may move forward an additional 70 yds. GHSC banners may be present on 
these holes to identify the forward teeing position. 

• Individual player modifications to the use of these designated tee markers may be made by 
the Tournament Organizing Committee, in the interests of fairness and accessibility. 
 

2) DESIGNATED PRACTICE AREAS: 
Practice is only permitted in the following areas: the driving range, the practice putting green, and the 
short-game area. A player may not practice on the competition course before or between rounds. 

• Penalty for the first breach: General Penalty Applied to the player's first hole. 
• Penalty for the second breach: Disqualification. 

 
3) OUT OF BOUNDS: 
Defined by white stakes, white lines and course boundaries (including the internal edge of the 
roadway on holes 2, 13, 16 and 18 and the fence line on holes 4 and 5). The parking lot is also out of 
bounds. 
 
4) PLAYING TWO BALLS WHEN UNCERTAIN WHAT TO DO [Rule 20.1c(3)]: 
A player who is uncertain about the right procedure while playing a hole may complete the hole with 
two balls without penalty. Players must: 

• Announce that they wish to play 2 balls before playing either ball. 
• Choose which ball they want to count if the Rules allow the procedure for that ball. 
• Report the facts to the Tournament Committee before returning the scorecard. Failure to do so 

may result in an additional penalty or Disqualification. 
 

5) CULTIVATED FLOWER BEDS: 
All cultivated flower beds are NO PLAY ZONES; relief must be taken without penalty under Rule 
16.1b. 
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6) ACCUMULATIONS OF LOOSE IMPEDIMENTS AKA “LEAF RULE”: 
During play, any ground covered with leaves in the general area or in a bunker is treated as ground 
under repair from which free relief is allowed under Rule 16.1 (Model Local Rule F-14). Players must 
have knowledge or virtual certainty that the ball landed in the area of leaves to be able to proceed 
under this rule. 
 
7) CONSERVATION AND PROTECTED AREAS: 
Certain holes feature unmarked, dense, bushy, or fescue-like "conservation or protected areas" 
where physical access is essentially impossible (e.g. left of the green on hole #3, and both left and 
right of the fairway on hole #16). For this Event, such areas are deemed Ground Under Repair. 
Free relief may be taken on the same basis as Rule #6 (Loose Impediments). 
 
8) LIFT, CLEAN AND PLACE: 
Due to recent wet course conditions, players may take free relief throughout all closely mown areas of 
the golf course (i.e. fairways, putting greens, teeing areas, green fringes and aprons, maintenance or 
cart paths cut through rough to the same short height). 

• Relief Procedure: A player may lift, clean, and place their ball (or another ball) within a relief 
area of 6 inches from the original spot. 

• Limits: The ball must be placed within the general area, no closer to the hole than its original 
spot, and may not be placed onto a putting green. 

• Ball Marking Note: While marking the ball's original position with a tee is highly recommended 
to ensure accuracy, there is no penalty for failing to mark the position before lifting, provided 
the ball is successfully placed within the correct 6-inch relief area. 

• Placement Limit: A ball is in play the moment it is placed and released. It may only be placed 
once (no "re-adjusting" or "bumping" after release). 
 

9) ALTERNATIVE TO STROKE AND DISTANCE (LOST BALL / OUT OF BOUNDS): 
To speed up play, Model Local Rule E-5 is in effect. If a ball is lost or out of bounds, a player may 
choose not to take stroke-and-distance relief from the previous spot. Instead, for a two-stroke 
penalty, they may estimate where the ball was lost or went OB, find the nearest fairway edge 
equidistant to the hole, and drop a ball anywhere between those points (plus up to 2 club-lengths into 
the fairway, no closer to the hole). 
 

• Interaction with Preferred Lies: Once the ball has been dropped under this rule and is 
stationary, it is officially back in play. The player may then apply Local Rule 8 (Lift, Clean, and 
Place) to prefer their lie by 6 inches if desired. 

• Provisional Ball Restriction: This option is not available if the player has already played a 
provisional ball from the original spot. 
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10) EQUIPMENT RULES: 
GHSC adopts the guidelines for equipment as per The Society of Hickory Golfers (SOHG). It is the 
responsibility of each player to ensure that his/her equipment complies with these equipment 
guidelines. A copy of these guidelines can be found on the SOHG website. 
Some key notes regarding... 

• Equipment: Both Pre-1900 and Post-1900 wooden-shafted clubs are allowed, including both 
originals and approved replicas. There is no limit to the number of golf clubs a player may 
carry in their single golf bag or on their person. Modern conforming/approved golf balls and 
appropriate replica balls are allowed. 

• Tech & Carts: Laser finders and digital distance-measuring devices (excluding slope-
measuring functions) are permitted. Golf carts at Whirlpool GC are generally equipped with 
both distance-measuring and out-of-position technology. 

• Tees: Wooden, plastic, or traditional sand tees may be used. 
• Attire: Golfers are encouraged to wear period-appropriate historical golf attire. 

 
11) PLAYOFF, SKILLS AND SCORING PRIZES: 

• Playoff: In the event of a tie for the overall champion, there will be a hole-by-hole playoff on 
any hole(s) the Tournament Organizing Committee deems necessary. 

• Skills Prizes: 
o Closest to the pin (Saturday): Holes are 3, 14 and 17. 
o Closest to the pin (Sunday): Holes are 6 and 12. 
o Longest drive, Men (Sunday): 10th hole. 
o Longest drive, Women (Sunday): 10th hole. 
o Note: Saturday features an extra closest-to-the-pin prize to account for the larger field of 

players. Single-day players are eligible for all skills prizes on the same basis as two-day 
players. 

• Net Scoring Prizes: Net scoring medal prizes require an “official” handicap, as defined by the 
Tournament Organizing Committee. Non-medal scoring prizes may be awarded based on an 
“unofficial” handicap, as estimated by the Tournament Organizing Committee. 

• Handicap List: An Official Handicap List is posted online. This list includes both Official and 
Unofficial handicaps for the Event. 

 
12) RULES OFFICIALS: 
The following Rules Officials may be contacted during the Event for interpretation and guidance: 

1. Primary Officials: Barb Allan (Sunday only) or Bob West 
2. Secondary Officials: George Supol, Allan Lew and Lorne Emery 


